


Of course Bunny hasn’t only helped preserve our heritage, but has also been a direct part of 
it, as champion skier, ski instructor and proprietor (along with his brother Albert) of both 
the Bellevue Hotel and Mont Bellevue Ski Centre, located on either side of today’s chemin 
du Lac Echo close to the old train station. 
 
Bunny’s father came to Montreal from Switzerland in 1911, worked at the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel, and married a girl from the Gaspé. A few years later they acquired a farm in the 
centre of what was then Morin Flats close to the train station. Soon they opened a boarding 
house, and after it burned in 1945, built a large hotel, Hotel Bellevue, now the municipal 
community centre. 
 
By the late 40s, Bunny had become an expert skier and ski teacher. He captured first place 
amongst the many final year students at the Canadian Alliance Ski School in 1950. Within a 
few years, Bunny opened Mont Bellevue––one of the great small family ski hills in the 
region––with his brother Albert, and together the Basler brothers ran it for 40 years. Bunny 
also kept busy as an insurance broker (Basler Insurance) and as a real estate developer 
(Sunset Hill). Bunny, along with his brother, was one of the early recipients (1990) 
of the prestigious Laurentian Ski Hall of Fame awards. 



Three views of 
Mont Bellevue in the 1960s. 


